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The review, written by Richard Kuipers, sums things up at the outset with: "Neither the star pupil
nor the dunce of the Marvel superhero-to-screen class, "Thor' delivers the goods so long as butt
is being kicked and family conflict is playing out in celestial dimensions, but is less thrilling
during the Norse warrior god's rather brief banishment on Earth. With Aussie hunk Chris
Hemsworth impressive in the lead and helmer Kenneth Branagh investing the dramatic
passages with a weighty yet never overbearing Shakespearean dimension, pic looks sure to
reap big B.O. on the strength of its ready-made audience, but faces a tougher time attracting
viewers for whom this type of fare is the exception rather than the rule.... While no fatal
missteps are taken along Thor's path to redemption, pic has a slightly choppy feel, as if it's
trying to squeeze an origin tale and at least part of its sequel
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